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ashrams, he and hig followers adopted ang
circulated a moral principle to ensure Hin‘du-
Muslim unity, small village industries, economic
security: to emancipate and improve the status of
women. farmers, labour, students and adivasi, to
sromote  Khadi, provincial language, nau’o,nal
anguage, education in village “health and
mgiene. adult education, basic education, village
sanitation  and  to  remove untouchability
prohibition of wine, etc. ,

~ Swaraj for Gandhi was not simply a
question of ousting the British from India and
declaring independence. What it implied was a
wholly different type of society. He wanted the
value system and life style of the British Raj to
be done away with and totally replaced by a
simpler, more spiritual, communal life. He stated
that: "independence must begin at the bottom.
Thus every village will be a republic having full
powers. It follows, therefore , that every village
has to be self-sustained and capable of managing
its affairs. Thus, ultimately, it is the individual
who is the unit. This does not exclude
dependence on and willing help from neighbours
or from the world, in this structure composed of
innumerable villages, there will be ever-
widening, never-ascending circles. Life will not
be a pyramid with the apex sustained byashrams,
he and his followers adopted and circulated a
moral principle to ensure Hindu-Muslim unity,
small village industries, economic security; to
emancipate and improve the status of women,
farmers, labour, students and adivasi, to promote
khadi, provincial language, national language,
education in village health and hygiene, adult
education, basic education, village sanitation and
to remove untouchability, prohibition of wine,
cle.Swaraj for Gandhi was not simply a question
of ousting the British from India and declaring
independence. What it implied was a wholly
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VIIIagcrs, possessing  mm I mum prescribed
quahﬁcalions. These will have all the authority
and jurisdiction required. Since.there will be no
systen) of punishments in the accepted sense, this
council will be the legislature, judiciary and

executive combined to operate for its year of
office."7

Gandhi was quite certain that any village could
become such a republic straight away without
much interference even from the colonial
government because he believed that their sole
effective connection with the villages was the
collection of village taxes. All that was needed
was the will to do it. He referred to his ideal state
as one of 'enlightened anarchy in which each
person will become his own ruler '. It is
interesting to see that throughout his writings on
the  autonomous  self-sufficient village
communities we see echoes of the anarchist
lifestyles proposed by such writers as Tolstoy or
Thoreau in the nineteenth century.The Gandhian
way of life for prosperous and decent civilization

The Gandhian way of life attracts and inspires
many world leaders to solve the contemporary
problems and establish a peaceful human society.
This inspiration_ has made a new world of
Gandhian model.

In the western concept, Politics is regarded as a
game to achieve power, to regain power and to
retain power. For Gandhi, politics is moral
problem of value. Need of the hour is to
revolutionize politics by ethics. Unless the moral
and spiritual qualities of the people are
appropriate, the best of political system and
constitutions will not work. 8 Morals serve the
cause of progress. Morality serves the great task
of the social revolutions of our times.

In Modem times, we see that politics is rooted in
deceit and dishonesty and is bound to create
greater deceit and greater dishonesty. Hate must
generate hate and violence greater violence .

Printing Area : Interdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal




'I!ip.}:.t
m“tls 8 ) neteow
189318 6020010011
Ihus the need of the hour is to moralize politics
10 Gandhi ‘s prophetic emphasis is that there 18
no P““”(‘N dl‘\'l‘i(’ “"’ (’“gl(‘n

{ntarny

There is no denving the fact that Guandhi wis
deep-rosted  in his cultural and o relighons
traditions. The  phenomenal Candhi
registered in far away South Afres fhting for
haman rights and aivil Hberties and later the
.\dupnnn of the Gandhianiiving ne well as dying
Rirth and death are evilable among ,n”””l.‘
What distinewishes the man trom the hrute fs his
Conscions striving to realize the spirft within 14
The Gandhian Satvagraha may be launched only
by peopie imbued with poodwill, who care for
the common p_p\\d. and who attempt o resist
uniast Jaws, promulpations and ordinances solely
dictated by their inner voice or inner consciencec.

SIHCCURN

Satvagraha, as conceived by Gandhi, is never an
mvitation to the disruption of society.

Gandhi - had

Porthe  effective  Satvagraha,
sroposed several norms and principle to adopt
the satyagarhi. He says- A Satyagrahi bids good-
bye to fear. The Satyagrahi, while he is ready for
fight. must be equally cager for peace. He must
welcome any honourable opportunity for peace.
14 He must believe in truth and non-violence as
his creed and, therefore, have faith in the
inherent goodness of human nature, which he
expects 1o evoke by his truth and love expressed
through his suffering. A Satyagrahi relies upon
the God for protection against the tyranny of
brute force.15

Gandhi believed that a just cause if backed by
moral strength couldn't be ignored by the most
powerful government. To him right means alone
could lead to the right end. But what is
happening today in the context of our social,
political and economic life falls far short of the
Gandhian values and methods. We find around
ourselves strikes, fasts, dhamas, gheraos, and
many more things of the kind, all undertaken to
back some demands. What is worth noticing is
that today we have accepted the forms of the
Gandhian methods and thrown to the winds the
spirit behind them. Ends are more important to us

than the means.

While Gandhi accepted the right of workers to go
on strike for securing justice, he strongly

favoured

living as well as dying. Birth and decath are
inevitable among mortals. What distinguishes the
man from the brutc is his conscious striving to
realize the spirit within, 13 The Gandhian
Satyagraha may be launched only by people
imbued with goodwill, who care for the common
good, and who attempt 1o resist unjust Jaws,
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While Gandhi accepted the right of workers to 2o
on strike for securing justice, he strongly

favoured

arbitration or adjudication as the method of
settling  industrial  disputes.  He totally
disapproved of strikes if they were resorted to
before trying arbitration honestly. He thought
arbitration could be useful for resolving a post-
strike situation also. He further visualized that
the principle of arbitration — should one day
replace the principle of strike so that strikes
should forever become impossibility. When a
strike becomes unavoidable, all efforts be done
to maintain ethical humility and non-violence in
the protests. 16

Satyagraha is gentle, it never wounds. It must not
be the result of anger or malice. It is never fussy.
never impatient, and never vociferous. It is the
'dn‘ccl opposite of compulsion. Gandhi conceived
it as a complete substitute for violence. 17

Dr. V.P. Verma discusses thoroughly about the
social philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi and he
says, "Gandhi never sanctioned the doctrine of
caste war, class struggle and fight between races.
I'he very survival of mankind amidst all adverse
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The Gandhian mode] of village has some ways to
reach our goa!. A sustainable society has to aim
at working in partnership - with “natyre and
conserve resources and e

' nerey. reduce wastes
and avoid degradation of renewable. It should
produce goods that are €asy 10 recycle, reuse and

repair after use. The methods of growing food
and raising livestock have 1o be based on the yse
of soil and water conservation, bio-fert!] zers,
biological control of pests. The society <hould
largely be managed by cmirunmcm.!’ricndl)
technology  mainly  based on

renewable
resources. 19

Gandhi abandoned the luxurious life, which he
could have easily afforded and identified himself
with less polluting poor people. This is because
perhaps- one of the basic and profound tenants of
Gandhian environmentalism, is that - "the earth
provides enough 1o satisfy ever.one's need; but
not for anyone's.greed.”2 1 Here iy a statement
that makes Gandhi a prophet not of the past bu
also of the tuture.

I'he Gandhian Value for eradication of Terrorism

We are today passing through an extremely
critical and controversial phase of terrorism . The
climate of terrorist violence is explosive. There
are two fundamental causes for this global
phenomenon. Firstly, the  tremendous
advancement in science and technology has
helped the arms industry 10 prcd:xcc mub\"sne
quantities of lethal weapons anc Ihc”?amc
weapons are being purchased M different
“errorist organizations that are using them 1o
ecute their satanic designs. §cc\wndl}. it is d’ue
the lack of human relations. l‘oda)‘.‘pcoplelan‘:
ed not only on an economic basis but also
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In recent times, religious fundamentalism has
assumed dangerous proportions though it has
always existed in one form or the other. Racism,
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Gandhi abandoned the luxurious life, which he
could have easily afforded and identified himself
with less polluting poor people. This is because
perhaps- one of the basic and profound tenants of
Gandhian environmentalism, is that - "the earth
provides enough to satisfy everyone's need; but
not for anyone's.greed."2 1 Here is a statement

that makes Gandhi a prophet not of the past but
also of the future.

The Gandhian Value for eradication of
Terrorism

We are today passing through an extremely
critical and controversial phase of terrorism . The
climate of terrorist violence is explosive. There
e two fundamenal causes for this global
nhenomenon. Firstly,  the  tremendous
advancement in science and technology has
helped the arms industry to produce massive
Quantities of lethal weapons and the same
weapons are being purchased by different
terrorist organizations that are using them to
execute their satanic designs. Secondly, it is due
10 the lack of human relations. Today, people are
divided not only on an economic basis but also
on national, regional and religious basis.
Although the development of science and
technology has made it possible to unite the
world, but it does not influence in any way the
mental makeup of the individual. Present day
politics has also failed to reconstruct socio-
economic life and has only added to the
confusion and despair. The decline of human
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Mahatma Gandhi was unigue in this moden
world 1o advocate non-violent methods 1or
solving social. economic, political and rqli%zt«vll\
problems. There have been a number of 1imMes.
however, when one or the other aspect of
Gandhi's  non-violent  technique  has hcpn
questioned and its vahidity and its acticability
doubted.

In recent times, religious fundamentalism  has
assumed dangerous proportions though it has
atways existed in one form or the other. Racism.
which vields violence, has become a device to
assumeimportant positions in- public life, Hf"
only in India and Muslim countries but even 1n
the USA: Religious fundamentalism is one of the
handiest instruments of the terrorist.  The
situation demands that non-violent techniques as
means of social change are put into practice
immediately.

Gandhi had no faith in terrorist violence . If one
man kills another who obstructs him. he may
experience a sense of false security. But the
security will be short lived. Here the view of
Gandhi is not to Kkill the man or men who
obstruct him, but to discover the cause that
implies them to obstruct him and deal with it.
Gandhi did not believe in armed risings, for him
they were a remedy worse than the diseases that
sought to cure. Terrorist violence could never do
any good in the long run.

Gandhi did not deny credit to revolutionary
heroism and sacrifice. But heroism and sacrifice
for a bad cause are so much waste of splendid
energy and they hurt the good cause by drawing
away attention from it. Gandhi said, "l am
not.ashamed to stand erect before the heroic and
self-sacrificing revolutionary because I am able
to pit an equal measure of non- violent men
(Satyagrahis); heroism and sacrifice untarnished
by the blood of the innocent. Self- sacrifice of
one innocent man is a million times more potent
than the sacrifice of a million men who die in the
act of killing others." Jle also observed that "at
the back of the policy of terrorism is the
assumption that, terrorism, if applied in a
sufficient measure will produce the desired
result, namely, bend the adversary to the tyrant's
will. But supposing people make up their mind
that they will never bend to the tyrant's will, nor
retaliate with the tyrant's own methods, the tyrant
will not find it worth his while to go on with his

terrorism."
New aspect of Education: to improve and
establish Gandhian Values

Printing Area : Interdisciplinary Multiling

Printing Area™

International R“Mr,d_',u_

March 2019
Special Issye 18y

Journal

concept of basic education h;l.Y
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rather than on 1 'R S (Reading, Writin ! )
Arithmetic). Fof Ciandhi, the true "fVCInpmemﬂd
head, heart and soul are necessar of
satisfactory ‘-‘y'ilcm‘ of education, 2 .
education is that which draws rmt. and :tim“]a’:
the spiritual, intellectual and physical fac”hie‘_;,!;

However., men of higher 'rhml'ung always Ponde
Gandhi's idea of education is not only 4 few
method and technique of education by 4,
new way of life. He advocates thc creation f
halanced and harmonious social  order With
cthical value of truth love and non-viclence '“
covers the total development of both 4.,
individual and society. The ultimate aim of ‘e'i
reliance and self realisation is the essentia]
outcome of this method of education.

Gandhiji regarded education as the light of fif,
and the very source from which was created 3,
awareness of oneness. Gandhi believed that the
universality of religion can best be realizeq
through the universalisation of education. ar
that such universalisation was the spring board

for national integration.
Gandhian Model of World Government apg
World Peace

Gandhian values always advocate that the
ationalism is not highest concept; the highest
concept

is International brotherhood. The quintessence of
divine wisdom, VasudhaivKutumbkum
(Mankind is one family), was proclaimed by
India millennium ago. Nation-states have seen an
excess of wars and devastations on large scale
and hence idea of world government, if
materialized will end the disparity a real cause of
disharmony among the people of the different
nations. This is why supra-national institution
like the UN is becoming more necessary oday
than before. At the same time compulsion of ar
expenditure is another constant reminder for us,
ro consider seriously the question of bringing
thebole world under one government.

Gandhi's idea of education is not only a new
method and technique of education but also a
new way of life. He advocates the creation of a
balf‘nCed and harmonious social order with
ethical value of truth , love and non-violence . It
covers the total development of both the
lnd_lvidual and society. The ulti #im of sc!f
reliance and self realisati
outcome of this method of edu
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Gandhian Model of World Government and
W ol Peace
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Mankind 1o one family), was proclaimed hy
india matlennium ago. Nation-states have seen n;»
aveess of wars and devastations on large scale
and hence idea of  world povernment, it
matenahized will end the disparity a real cause of
disharmony among the people of the different
natons. This s why supra-national institution
ihe the UNis becoming more necessary oday
than before. At the same time compulsion ofar
avnenditure is another constant reminder (or us,

consider seriously the question of brinving
ehole world under one government. So Prof.
Armnold

sacrifice would be too big to achieve world peace
by surrendering a part of the national
sovereignty. And, if humanity is to survive, it
will have to bring itself under the control of one
authority and the sooner it is done, the better will
be _for its own sake.25

Indian nationalism is not exclusive, nor
aggressive, nor destructive .ltis health giving,
religious and therefore, humanitarian , "India
must learn to live before she can aspire to die for
humanity."26 He further said, "l would like to
see India free and strong so that she may offer
herself as a willing and a pure sacrifice for the
betterment of the world."27 He went further,
"My idea of nationalism is that my country may
die so that the human race may live. Gandhi
‘rankly hints at some sort of world federation,
when he says: " The better mind of the world
desires today not absolutely independent states
warring one against another but a federation of
friendly interdependent states. The only
condition on which the world can live is being
united under one central governing body
composed of representatives of the component
parts."

The time has come when the world government
and world peace are being a fact in the light of
Gandhism.  Shedding of belief in war and
Violence is essential 10 the establishment of real
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woman whaom you may Have seen,

Conclusion

The name of Mahatma Gandhi transcends theThe
Indian Journal of Political Sciencebounds ot
race, religion and nation-states, and has emerged
as the prophetic voice of the 2lIst century

Gandhi was a perpetual moral rebel who calied
for organized movement against imperialistic,
virulence,  social  exploitation,  economic
oppression and slavery to immoral propensities .
After the great Buddha and Jesus, he once again
demonstrated that non-violence could 250 be an
effective instrument of social change.

India's first Prime Minister, Pandit
Nehru, at the time of Gandhi's passing, paid his
tribute by saying that the light has gone out of
our lives. We should honour the ideas of
Mahatma Gandhi's by adopting the principle of
Gandhism and see what we can do with our
limitations to overcome what Gandhiji described
as the seven social sins:Politics withour
principles ,  Wealth  without work
Commercewithoutmorality Educationwithoutcha
racter  Pleasurewithoutconscience,

{ ! Science
without thumanity.

Worship without sacrifice,

Now in the twenty first century, Gandhi is a
world phenomenon .ltmeans, as if he has been
reborn. The world knows that Dr. Martin Luther
King II, Lekh Walesa, Nelson Mandela, Ho-Chi-
Minh ,Aung San Suki, Aryaratna, Daisaky Ikeda
and a host of the geniuses of the world have
followed the footprints of the great Mahatma
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Specially, after 9/ 11 of 2001, the terroristic
attacks on Twin Tower World Trade Centre and
Pentagon buildings of the USA, Gandhi is
remembered more with reverence than merely
casually.

Summing up, it can be said that
Ifhumanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable.
.Ganfihian values will live, act and continue to
inspire millions in the persuit of world peace.
harmony and humanity. We may ignore him at
our own risk. We can say that what is needed at
the hour is to adopt the Gandhian value and
principle, implement his deeds, actions and put
his thoughts into practice and only then, the
contemporary world would secure a meaningful
and human future. For the very survival of
human race , it is imperative on our part to act
upon his advice because only on his idea and
thinking, we shall survive together. If we fail in
this venture, we are bound to perish altogether.
Gandhi is the only hope of the future as he is the
only shining star on the horizon.
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